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Mr. Knop, et al
Senior moments are common among us retired folks.

My apologies for forgetting the attachment on the previous email

Paul Stichick

From: stichickp@hotmail.com
To: rknop@fec.gov

CC: abell@fec.gov; chemsley@fec.gov; eheiden@fec.gov
Subject: RE: Questions re: Submission dated May 6 on behalf of Solano County Democratic Central

Committee
Date: Mon, 13 Jan 2014 12:45:54 -0800

Mr. Knop,
Attached is my Advisory Opinion request.

Thank you, Ms Heiden, and Ms Chemsley for the assistance in attempting to resolve our committee
dilemma regarding the unused funds. Your assistance is appreciated.

As | have explained, | delayed re-submission to allow for the Federal shut-down, and the holiday
season.

Paul Stichick
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- 9 January 2014

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Policy. Division
Att: Pollcy Division, . .
‘Office of Geiieral Counsel; Cheryl Hemsley, Esq. / Esther Heidén. Esq. / ‘Mr. Robert Knop
‘999 E Street, NW- , : . o

- Washmgton, DC 20463

Subject: Request for Adwsory Opmlon permitting use of 2004-2008 resndual commxttee ﬁmds

From: Paul Stichick, Treasurer, Solano County Democratic Central Cormittee * -

- Atbaghed is my.finalized advisory- opinion request. cencerning thie ns¢ of exnstmg funds re:naxnlng-" .
. in am accountbelongmg tothe Solano Oounty Democratlc Central Committee in Fauﬁeid, .

Cahfomla .

Delays in re-submmmg areasa result of the Federal shut-down, the hohday penod and my own

" health issues.

Hopefilly, thIS will complete my- offortsto obtain permission for our commuftee ho employ these
funds. :

Thank you.for the-assista_ncee.'

’

" Paull tic fick: :
Treasurer, SCDCC



9 January 2014

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
- Pelicy Division
: Attn: Policy Division,
. .. Office of General Connsel, Cheryl Hemsley, Esq. / Esther Heiden. Esq.

999EStreet,NW

* "Washington, DC 20463

Subje(:t' Request-for Advisory Opinion permitting use: of 2004-2008 residual cum'r-n'itf'e__e funds
From: . Paul Stichick, Treasurer, Solano County Democratlc Central Committee |

This: is a request for an FEC- Advisaty Opinien to auihonze the uce sf eemmdiee funds _
remalmng isolated in a bank account since 2008. The funds, in the: amount of $10,808:81;.

. remain in a Solano County, Democratic Central committea bank account established in 2004,
- but subsequently unreported to the FEC during years 2004 - 2005 &t which. time the:FEC

- terminated the SCDCC. The termination was not discovered by the chairman or:the. other.

: SCDEC officers.until October 2008: Upon dlscOVery in 2008, the.committee; chairman
R mmednately isolated the aceount from.further use at thattime:, The-furids havé remalned
.. untouched in the: acceunt frozen from-use by the eommlttee and nearly fqrgotten unhl 2012

" Rensoos for the feperting deficiency during the permd 2004-2008 rernaln unelear The aocount
had bean unused frem 2008 till until June 2012. In 2012 whsn the presence of the aecoiint was
- digcavered, the newly elected'treasurer in 2012, made an exception for fund expenditure to pay

: ” bank managemeint fees.and bank administrative interaction charges in order to verify the

. existence.of the-atcount, and to obtain the available bank records riecessary to determine. all

. account activity as a part of after-the-fact inquiry regarding funds actlwty

‘This narrative is submitted pursuant to direction from Mr. Jeff Jordan, FEC Compjlance Dmslon

~ following submission to his office as an official "Sua Sponte" subniission informing of {fie Aon-

reported acceunt. The initial "Sua Sponte" submission resulted.in-telephoriic instructidns from
the FEC coripliance division counsel indicating that a- Sua Sponte submission:is not: requnred
The Compliance Bivision’ genecal counsel directad that cartact be made viith: FEC Pollcy
Divisien counsel to reqtiést an FEC p:ollcy divisian opmlon regardma use of f.unds remalnmg in

the account.

- The followung mfon'na‘tlon regardmg the questtoned aocount are descnb’ad mcludmg the
circumstances and-the situation.. In June 2012, upon election as Treasurer of the SCOCCitwas
. leamed from a Iang-prevuous committee chair that a Federal alid a non-Federal bank:account
had becn established by ‘a previous volunteer treasurer in August 2004 for use by th&.:S€DEC -
- FEC ID C 004 06 108. However, for reasons known only to the 2004:committee treasurer "NO”
. FEC repprts were. eabrnittéd in-aacordance-with FEC. guidelinae’ duringthe period. 2004 - 2005.
The FEC notified that treasurer in September 2005 of committee e etmination es a result of the

absence. of required FEC reporting from 2004 - 2005.



The aceount was not ased between Ortober 2008; umifl 2012 when the acoeunt wau mseovered

The Solano Ceun’t_y Demaocratic Central Committee apparently o‘ontinued to function with fund-
‘raisirmg and supportive active political campaign activity whout comniittee members or efficérs
_having knowledge of the abserice of FEC reporting er of the 2005 terminatien. _

The treasurer coritinued to provrde verbal treasurer reports.at.committee- member meetings
threughout tha period 2084 - October 2008. His monthly reparts at that time indicated that the
cammittee was fully in.compliance with directives. Committee. oﬁ' icers and members were

. remained unaware of FEC termination throughout

‘A 2012 unqmry drsclosed that the Commrttee Chairman from: 2004 2008 was apparently a co-
-signatory to the. SCDCC ‘account at that: time, but was unaware.of the FEC non- reportmg status

of the account nor of FEC termination.

Apparently, dunng the 2008 eliciion year, @ Federal campaign donation was made to.the
-committee Chair. An attempt to deposit the donation was. rejected citing absence of a valid FEC
accaunt number. Furthor investigatien. by the Chairman revealed that the: FEC h&d: termmated

- the commv“tee in October 2008.

Under questlomrrg‘ the volunteer treasurer admrtted at that tlme that: requrred F EC reports had
.net been submitted and that the FEC had terminated the SCDCC due to absence of required

o reparting. The chairman immediatély took action to. isolate the account from further Gommittee

. use, The chairman notitied the.committée membership in- approxrmately August 2008 df the.
disorepancy. -He ammounced that he had rselated the acceunt from further use. No other:action
_apeere to hava.beentaken by the chalrmarr subcequent to that 2008-action. - o

Followrng dnsoovery of the aceount reporting discrepancy, a new cemmlttee was aegistered with
the FEC changing'the.name of the committee from Solane County Democratic-Central - . -
Committee FEC 1D°C.004 06 108, to-The Solano County United Democratic Central Commrttee
C 004 55 865, A certified ﬁnancral management agency was retained for fupds mianagerient,
reporting,.and control: Apparently, no other action was taken. The account remarned unuse&

and was plaeed m durmaet status by the bank.

by the newly. sicted tibasurer and a chabge of signatbry was: infiisted. The: gon-Fedenal .
account balaﬁee was- |esa than $ 3.00 and was closed in August 2012. ;) :

it was Iearned dunng a 2012 inquiry that despite nine. separate regrstered-mall notrﬁcatlons of
non-reporting no.action had. been taken by the SCDCC freasurer in offica at that time to comply
.. with' FEC reporting requrrements Upon discovery by the. hewly -elected treasurer an inquiry was
- initiated. The 2004-2005 era Central Cormmittee treasurer admitted to not having-submitted FEC

. reports. He cited overwhelming personal issues dunng the period 2004-2008 that caused
distraation from freastirer duties. . _

Infotiation ascerteined through various cerrvemetrons with former central oommrttae membars
and SCDCC officers reveal only vague racoliecticn of ovants during the pariod 2006-2008.
Verbal reports could not accurately be verified by parsona observation dunng the inquiry into
circumstances accurring curing the period in question.



_ The exact circumstances of the banking situation, and / or any actions taken.in an attempt to
rectify the reporting absence remain unclear. However, it was determined that no funds were

used fram the "frozen" account between the tims of discovery of the non-reporting in October
2008, until the presence of the acceunt was discovered by the newly elected tnzasurer in June

. 2012. The account remains unused, and was in a dorrnant atatus until 2012 when the current

‘cammittee treasurer initiated a ehange of account signatory.

Several attempts to locate any actual central committee: records pertalnmg 1o the accourit were:
unsuccessful. Bank records were obtained buit did not identify contributors or expenses

. paymetits. Furthermore; afull range of | bank records were not avallable due to elapsed time,
. and the. dormant status of the. account .

‘ Comm‘r"ctee polltlcal activities duhng the 2004-2008 unreported pe’nod are assumed to have

been typlcal such as; phone ‘banking,. precinct walking, printing camipaign materials, and staffing

- . of campeign efficen: cmated to support Stae and Federal polltrcal carnpaleus as weE as
' committee fund raising events o . _

A coniplete set of bank records could not be retrieved due to ela'psed timé since the opening of
the account. Commrttee documenitation pertaining to bank records could not be located. The

- _ absenoe of records was apparently due to several commlttee ofﬁoe reulocatlons since 2004

=+ bam requestmg an FEG: advrsory opmron to perrnit use of the $1Y, 808 81 nemaming in the
. actount. The furds i he @ccgunt.were more likely than not to haVe been obtalhed through

legitimate fund raising activities such as’ dlnners. auctions, sales; and smalf. .community .

.~ donations. Commiities historical operations strongly. auggest that;all donatlons and colntnbntrons
" WWeré magd# in dccordarioe with-FEC financial standards.. Committee: expendltures historically.
"+ have also been compliant-with FEC guidance. Thesingle dlscrepancy ll)vdlved appears to be

o -the absence of- repomng by a volunteer treasurer

" General committee: pollcy regardmg acceptance of contnbutlons and expendlture are Well
~ disciplined in.a manner-consistent with FEC guidance: There'is rie. compelling reason to' suggest

that any exceptions may have mate during the 2004 - 2008 time frame. . Committee ﬁnanclal

. procedures at the time strongly suggest that.only authorized contiibutions and expenditures
- were authorized. However, afull:and accurate summary of records.showing commiatee banking
‘_; actmty thatmlght ldem:fy contnbutons orrecipient oould net be Ioceted '

2 :' Your posmve ac‘tion ih permritmg general use of thrse funds would be greatly appreaated




